


OUR PARISH

Buxted Parish, with the main village areas
of Buxted, Five Ash Down and High Hurst-
wood, is situated largely in the High Weald
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty be-
tween the North and South Downs. The
Weald was originally an area of land be-
tween two lines of chalk hills called the
North and South Downs. Weald is an old
English word for "forest" and this area
across Kent and Sussex included Ashdown,
Tilgate and St. Leonard's forests which
still remain today.

Uckfield and Crowborough are the nearest
market towns.

The village of Buxted sits astride the main
Sussex east-west trunk road, the A272,
the London to Uckfield railway line, and
the River Uck. Five Ash Down and High
Hurstwood are a few miles to the west and
north west respectively. Depending on
your point of view, we are either in the
middle of nowhere, or in the middle of
everywhere! The Parish has good access to
the larger towns of Brighton, Eastbourne,
and Tunbridge Wells. An outline of the
Parish is shown to the left.

Buxted is one of the names that indicate
the character of the Weald - it means
‘place of beeches' - and like so much of
Wealden is still heavily wooded.

Buxted Parish has had a long and interest-
ing history and has been an important re-
gion of Sussex over many centuries, most

- hotably perhaps in the 16™and 17™ centu-
ries as a centre for iron and cannon manufacturing, as well as charcoal firing. In the last century, with the arrival of the
railway line, Buxted became an important centre for the poultry and egg industry — providing food for London.

Buxted Parish is still a rural community with a population of approximately 3,300. We enjoy the beautiful High Weald coun-
Tryside with numerous public footpaths, some of which are nationally recognised long-distance footpaths. The Weald Way
passes through Five Ash Down and Buxted Park, and the Vanguard Way also runs through the Parish. Ashdown Forest,
which covers an area of some 14,000 acres, directly abuts the northern end of the Parish. These areas all have a wide vari-
ety of interesting flora and fauna, and deer roam freely throughout the Parish.



Parish Plans

Buxted Parish Council initiated the Parish Plan in November
2003.

Parish Plans are part of a Government-sponsored initiative
to help breathe new life into rural communities, and enable
local people to develop their own neighbourhoods in the
way they want.

Key fo the project was that every person living or working
in the community would have the opportunity to have a say
- from the very young to the very old. Every household
received a copy of the questionnaire that helped shape
this document, and receives a copy of the Parish Plan.

The completed Plan will inform policy and direction and
provide concrete evidence to support local initiatives, ap-
plications for grants, planning issues and much more.

OK let me get this straight — so the Plan is to move the viflage back up here where it used
to be and to move the big house to Uckfield — right?

Parish Plans have had a considerable beneficial impact in
many other communities already and this was one of the
factors which encouraged the Parish Council to embark on
this considerable undertaking.

Our Parish Plan—the Process

After a very well attended initial public meeting held at
the Buxted C of E Primary School on 26th November 2003
a Parish Plan Committee was formed, which included broad
representation from across the Parish. To survey the
whole Parish to get a view of the needs and priorities, Vil-
lage Work Groups fleshed out key issues to be included in
a Survey guestionnaire

The Survey thus developed by the Parish Plan Committee
was divided info ten sections:-

1 Household Information (Demographics)
- o provide a context for the analysis.

Parish Services / Facilities / Communications
Law and Order / Community Safety

Housing, Planning and Development

Travel, Transport and Traffic

Environmental Considerations and Services
Business and Employment

Leisure
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Young Person's Questionnaire

—_
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Contact information for 'would be' Volunteers.

The issues in each section were identified by our keen
group of public spirited volunteers in the Work Groups, and
through various public meetings and other canvassing.

The Survey forms, which ran to 10 pages
and included 160 questions, were not identi-
fiable, and therefore the information was
not directly attributable to respondents.

Over 1200 forms were sent out — one to
every household, and business throughout
the Parish. They were also made available in
various public locations. By September
2004, 418 completed forms had been re-
turned. This is equivalent to 35%, which is
considered a good retfurn rate in the world
of surveys.

The processing of the resulting data was
considerable and would not have been ac-
complished without the assistance of Uck-
field Community College 6th Form Students.
However, all the data, some 67,000 fields,
was finally entered into a database by the
end of January 2005—ready for analysis.

An initial report of the analysis was com-

pleted by the end of March 2005 — filled
with graphs and statistics, and running to 52 pages. This
essential statistical data is not included in this narrative
summary, but is available on request from the Parish Clerk
and can be downloaded from our website at
http:\\www.buxtedparish.org.uk.

The analysis was made available for consultation at public
displays in our three Village Halls during April 2005 to gar-
ner any further community input,

The original Parish Plan Committee stepped down at this
time as planned, and the task of writing and implementing
the 'Plan’ was handed back to the Parish Council - with the
aim of engaging the local community once more after publi-
cation and during the implementation process.

This summary report will be used to develop various action
plans and activities over the coming vyears.
We hope you find it interesting reading.




Our Parish Plan — Survey Summary

1 Demographics

Response rates broadly reflected the populations of the
villages as given by the Electoral Roll - i.e. all communities
responded equally enthusiastically, and so the survey could
be said to be equally representative of the three villages.

The population (of respondents) is relatively mature and
stable, with a majority of residents in the age group 45-
65, a significant number being retired and having lived
here for more than 20 years. Of the only slightly fewer in
full time employment, almost half are self employed - a
somewhat surprising result,

This then supports the statistic about commuting, which
says the vast majority of respondents don't commute any-
wherel

On the subject of vehicles - amazingly some people have up
to 30 vehicles, but the vast majority have between 1 and 3,
of which a small nhumber are vans or larger.

Although most respondents felt they had adequate off-
road parking, there are a significant number who do not,
and increasingly we are seeing the effects of this every
day - particularly in some parts of the Parish.

2 Parish Services / Communications

A large percentage of the population would like to have a
Parish / Village News Sheet - and coincidentally almost
exactly the same percentage would not be prepared to help
or contributel? Currently the more traditional modes of
communication are preferred to electronic communications
such as the Parish website and BPeC (Buxted Parish e Com-
munity).

A surprisingly large number of people claim to have at-
tended a Parish Council meeting, although public atten-
dance at the monthly meetings does not attest to this.

People’s overall view of the Parish Council's (PC) perform-
ance seems satisfactory and slightly better than that of
Wealden District Council (WDC).

There is a similar weighting when it comes to communicat-
ing issues from the PC and WDC, and there's room for im-
provement in both cases — something the PC, at least will
work to address.

One thing it was hoped the Plan would show is the need for
a new Community Centre / Parish Hall in Buxted and it is
clear that the Buxtedians are not entirely satisfied with
the current facilities — unlike :

the High Hurstwoodians who
are very happy with their Vil-
lage Hall.

There is a laudable desire for
more Village and Community
Events.

A very heartening and surpris-

ing finding was that 72% are in favour of a Parish Youth
Council, which was also mirrored by significant number of
positive responses in the Young Person's section of the
Survey questionnaire.

The feedback from the questions about Post Offices, Den-
tists etc may influence how the PC treats planning applica-
tions or how it may push for a new community centre to
include other facilities such as Banking, POs etc. It is be-
lieved we are very well served with Doctors but very poorly
served with Dentists,

The Disaster Planning Section has identified the consider-
able number of people prepared to help in an emergency,
and the resource they can provide. This is imporfant in
rural communities where increasingly there may be a need
for us to help ourselves.

3 Law and Order

The Parish is not a high crime rate area, but the feeling
from the Survey is that the crime there has been, has not
been well dealt with by the Police

There is considerable concern over crime and a desire to
see an increased Police presence even to the extent that a
significant percentage (36%) would be prepared to con-
tribute financially for a Community Support Officer -
something in fact we all do already through our taxation.
The PC cannot fake direct action in this matter but this
does give legitimacy and statistical support for the strenu-
ous lobbying the PC undertakes to encourage improved ru-
ral policing.

When it comes fo speeding, people believe that speed lim-
its are not adhered to, and not enforced adequately by the
Police. The PC will use this finding in ongoing lobbying.
There was also considerable narrative comment in the com-
ment fields about issues relating to pedestrians crossing
the A272 in Buxted, and the dangerous Church Road inter-
section, This has been very useful in supporting actions the
PC had already set in motion, namely 'the Crossing' itself,
its position, and the 30mph limits in the village, but which
became controversial in some parts of the community. The
Survey very clearly demonstrates the PC has acted accord-
ing to majority view — although the precise type of cross-
ing may need to be reviewed after audit of the works done.

The Survey shows that the need to have speed limits
changed is strongest in Buxted and this is something the
PC already have underway, although extending the limits
out fo the school has yet to be achieved. In addition fur-
ther measures are required in Five Ash Down.

One surprise was the strength of feel-
ing about footpaths - particularly those
adjoining the highways and the problem
of rampant undergrowth. This is some-
thing the Footpaths Committee will be
gefting to grips with soon (probably
literally) - so if you have an unruly
hedge please do something about it be-
fore the PC or ESCC have to.



4 Housing, Planning and Development

Limiting future development in the Parish was by far the
most important area of concern with over 1in 3 highlight-
ing this as a key area to protect the character and life of
the community. Limiting the development boundary was
repeatedly mentioned, as was resistance to demolition of
existing buildings and insensitive infill. There were recur-
rent concerns about the pressure for urbanisation and re-
quests for the villages to retain their separate identities
as villages and not o become offshoots of Uckfield and
Crowborough - or dormitories for commuters. Respondents
felt there should be limited large scale (20+ houses) and
particularly no further ‘'estate development’,

The need for strict planning control and tighter enforce-
ment of planning was highlighted as important.

Whilst the community feels the planning and enforcement
systems are adequate for protecting the environment,
there is an issue over the lack of communication again. This
is something the PC can directly influence.

e There is a strong preference for infill versus extending
the village boundary.,

e There is support for converting disused farm buildings.
e There is little support for 'no development whatsoever',

Surprisingly there was not a strong call for additional busi-
ness premises.

While the majority of respondents felt that there should
be limited future development, 1 in 10 respondents noted
that there was a need to accept some limited future evolu-
tion and expansion for the villages to be sustainable -
though generally citing that this should not be before ad-
ditional necessary infrastructure is in place.

Design of housing was men-
tioned repeatedly as being
important to improve, par-
ticularly respecting local
character and the rural envi-
ronment - perhaps a reaction
to recent developments in the
Parish. The PC will address
this through a Village Design
Statement,

A need for some affordable homes was mentioned but of
seemingly higher concern than affordable rented accom-
modation was the need for houses that young local families
could afford to buy. The PC will use the Survey findings in
ongoing discussions with WDC and in their input to the LDF
(Local Development Framework) which will guide future
development through to
2026.

Support for a local shop
and indeed expansion of
services to include a
Post Office in Buxted,

Bring back our shops!

and Sunday opening were mentioned.
The need for an improved Doctor's surgery was also cited.

While encouragement to support local farming was men-
tioned by some respondents, acceptance of the current
decline in farming was proposed as a reason fo encourage
cottage and light industry to replace it and make use of
redundant buildings to provide local employment opportuni-
ties. Conversely some respondents cited issues with the
road infrastructure making access for cars and lorries to
some local businesses a problem to the community, and
proposed that business should be largely confined to indus-
trial estates in the nearby towns.

The need for a 'better heart’ to the community was cited
as an area of concerh. A number of respondents posed
there should be an improved community hall in Buxted -
and the need for this to act as a centre for all ages was
noted. An associated village green was also noted by a small
number of respondents. This appears to relate in part to
use of the Tonides Land - with some respondents noting
that developing it just for a playground, thus far has been
a missed opportunity. A small number of respondents sug-
gested redevelopment of the hall at St Mary's to provide
youth facilities in particular.

A number of respondents commented that parking on open
land should be stopped - specifically parking on the grass
verge opposite the garage in Five Ash Down. The PC is
working to address this.

Who says there'’s too much traffic?

5 Travel, Transport and Traffic

As a statement of the obvious — most people felt the vol-
ume of traffic on the roads is too great, although 'we' are
clearly not the culprits here, as the vast majority of our
respondents make only 2-3 journeys per day.

Generally road sighage is considered good, although there
is an issue with signs being obscured by the local flora that
needs addressing.

There were several specific Parking issues—most notably
in Buxted around the Station, Reading Room, Doctor's Sur-
gery, Framfield Road, and in High Hurstwood around the
Maypole Inn. As we all know the Buxted problem has be-
come considerably worsened since the improvements in the




Buxted train service, and the PC is already working with
the local community to have the appropriate bodies ad-
dress the problem.

The issue of Rat Runs' (aggravated in Buxted by those
same frain improvements, and the poor parking in Uckfield)
causes great concern to local residents. The particular
‘black spots' are Framfield Road in Buxted and Millwood
Lane in Five Ash Down. Concern was also expressed about
Chillies Lane, and Fowley Lane in High Hurstwood.

Most popular candidates for the title 'Single Most Impor-
tant Traffic Problem’ included the A272 and particularly
its egress onto the Budletts Roundabout, the Church Road
exit onto the A272 in Buxted and the Grampian Foods exit
onto the A26.

On the issues relating to public transport, the PC has little
direct control but the Survey data will be used primarily to
inform our views when lobbying the authorities and when
reviewing planning applications etc. Encouragingly some of
the quoted reasons for not using public transport, such as
later trains back from London and cleaner trains, have
since been addressed by Southern Trains.

The PC does have representatives on the Parish Railway
Consultative Committee and will feed back the contents of
our Survey, particularly the suggestions to re-open the
Lewes and Eridge Lines.

There was some support for a Community Bus. A group of
local PCs are exploring an initiative here and this will help
shape Buxted's contribution

6 Environmental Considerations

There was very nearly unanimous support for the better
protection of the environment and countryside.

There was also a significant number (52%), who were pre-
pared 'fo put their money where their mouth was' by volun-
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“Why on
earth did
we volun-
teer for
this”

teering to support local working parties to maintain the
environment. And what's more these intrepid souls actually
volunteered their names and contact information.

Among specific issues identified were the protection of
Buxted Park and the Ionides Land from development.

The questions on specific environmental issues showed up
quantitatively the significance of:-

* The particular problem with drains and sewerage in
Five Ash Down and Cooper's Green—which will be con-
siderably alleviated with the closure of Grampian
Foods, and this information will be used to inform the
planning considerations on the redevelopment of the
land.

® Flooding at the bottom of Buxted village.

¢ The obstruction of footpaths by rampant undergrowth,
and the total lack of footpaths along some roads.

® The problems of noise and air pollution from Grampian
Foods (now ho more) and the issues around inappropri-
ate traffic movements to industrial units in erstwhile
farm premises.

* There was general satisfaction over refuse collection,
and as 74% of us claim to recycle waste it wasn't a
surprise fo see that 69% of us wanted to see a sepa-
rate collection of recyclable waste.

7 Business and Employment

There was rather an indifferent response to this section
of the Survey with an indeterminate response as to
whether people wanted more local business. If they did, it
was of the service type, shops, butchers, post offices etc.

One third of respondents thought more local business
would detract from the local environment, 13% owned a
local business, 6% are currently employed locally, but sig-
nificantly 30% wanted to be employed locally. Of the fac-
tors identified as limiting the establishment of local busi-
ness, price and availability of property were not surpris-
ingly foremost, with roads and transport coming next. A
significant number of those supporting further develop-
ment of business felt there should be less red tape and
that the local planning authority should be more suppor-
tive. However, when asked if new housing developments
should include provision for small business units the re-
sponse was again indeterminate. The PC will have to inves-
tigate this further to help shape its policy in this area.

In answer to 'What more could be done to help and en-
courage small businesses’ we heard

‘Make planning and licences more speedily available - less red
tape. More parking needed for cars and trucks. More shops
needed to include a Post Office. Replace Wealden Council with
young forward thinking people. More premises to be made avail-
able with suitable parking. Cut business rates and council tax,
Businesses should be located so that increases in traffic do not
affect the rural nature of the Parish. They should perhaps be
agriculturally refated and not detract from the countryside. Im-
prove the infrastructure. Better public transport. More Parish
advertising. A local directory listing all small businesses in the
Parish. "

The latter item is something the PC will assess and build
on — perhaps through our website initially.



8 Leisure

About one third of respondents participate in local activi-
ties and an equal percentage know of the 35 or so societies
and clubs we have already, and again the same percentage
think they are adequately advertised. However, presumably
that implies two thirds do not think they are adequately
advertised. We could probably do a little more advertising
here, and may use the planned Parish News Sheet as one
vehicle for this, as well as the Parish website, and of
course the Parish magazines.

Each of the three age groups — children, adult, and older
generations — thought that on average we were well ca-
tered for with leisure activities.

Transport was however identified as an obstacle o partici-
pation, and so a Community Bus could be useful here.

Of the additional activities requested the following were
oft cited:-

Cycle routes, bike/skate park, village green with a pond
(public garden), swimming pool, golf, indoor bowling and
tennis court.

Classes included; day time adult education classes, lecture
and cinema groups, upholstery and dress making classes,
book club, drama group, dance classes Latin, Tai Chi, walk-
1ng groups, history and bridge.

Some of these do in fact already exist.

However, by far and away the vast majority (82%) of re-
spondents just want to enjoy the countryside in their own
way, by walking the local footpaths for example, and which
in this context scored highly in terms of their suitability.
The equestrians did not give a clear steer on what they
felt, and the cyclists did not feel adequately catered for
at all. 25% of respondents were willing to help assist with
the above activities.

One issue that came up in this section and in section 6 in
the context of footpaths, was the lack of access to local
facilities, shops and businesses etc. for the disabled. This
is not always obvious to those of us who are not disabled
until it is pointed out, as indeed it has been in this Survey.
It is something that PC will further assess and take action
on, paying regard to the relevant legislation.

9 Young Persons Questionnaire

The youngsters who replied fo this part of the
Survey were almost equally divided between the
category age groups 7-12, 13-17, and over 17
years, with a slight majority in the over 17 group.
Most were still at school or college and do the
sort of things young people do in their spare time
- although our lot do appear to be a sporty bunch.

Although a third participated in organised activi-
ties they very clearly thought that there were not
enough activities in the Parish for people of their
age, and give as the primary reason for non-

participation, 'lack of preferred activity. One third said
they would participate in an activity if organised by the
Parish.

The sort of things they have in mind, are Bike Trails (first
in order of popularity by a factor of 2), with a Drop-in
Café, Outdoor Meeting Area, Indoor Meeting Area, Ad-
venture Area, BMX / Skate Board Park all coming out
about equal second.

When asked ‘What other comment would you like to make
or activity would you like to suggest’

They said (summarising)

‘A youth club is reguired to provide a place for youngsters
to meet. As well as the supervised social element, the club
should incorporate activities such as football, tennis, golf,
dancing, drama, singing etc.”

46% would like to see a Parish Youth Council and 26%
would be prepared to help make some or all of the above
happen.

The PC is already taking steps to establish a Youth Parish
Council to help guide us in addressing the needs of the
younger members of our community.

We want more ! — and what's more we're going to help make it happen !
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